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LOOKING FORWARD…

According to the Bureau of Standards in Washington, a dense
fog covering seven city blocks to a depth of 100 feet is composed of less that one glass of water. That amount of water is
divided into about 60 billion tiny droplets. Yet when those minute particles settle over a city or the countryside, they can
almost blot out everything from your sight.
Many Christians today live their lives in a fog. They allow a
cupful of troubles to cloud their vision and dampen their spirit. Anxiety, turmoil and defeat strangle their thoughts. Their
lives are being "choked by the cares of this world" (Luke
8;14). But "God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of
power and love and discipline" (II Tim. 1:7). Let's not let the
fog get us down! "Let's live in the Sunshine! The Paper Pulpit.
There's an Ozark story about a hound sitting in a country
store and howling as hounds do. In comes a stranger who says
to the storekeeper, "What's the matter with the dog?" "He's
sitting on a cocklebur." "Why doesn't he get off?" "He'd rather holler."
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A Stewardship Moment
In thinking about stewardship we often think only of money.
God has given us responsibilities far beyond money. Take a
break from your busy schedule, get a coffee or the beverage of
your choice and find a quiet place to evaluate how you are doing
with your gift of life. Take your Bible, a notebook and pen and
start asking yourself these questions. Finish with prayer and
enjoy what you and the Lord have to work on.
1. How is your relationship with God right now? 2. What have you read
in the Bible in the past week? 3. What has God said to you in this
reading? 4. Where do you find yourself resisting Him these days? 5.
What specific things are you praying for in regard to yourself? 7. What
are the specific tasks facing you right now that you consider
incomplete? 8. What habits intimidate you? 9. What have you read in
the secular press this week? 10. What general reading are you doing?
11. What have you done to play? 12. How are you doing with your
spouse? Kids? 13. If I were to ask your spouse about your state of
mind, state of spirit, state of energy level, what would the response
be? 14. Are you sensing spiritual attacks from the enemy right now? 15.
If Satan were to try to invalidate you as a person or as a servant of the
Lord, how might he do it? 16. What is the state of your sexual
perspective? Tempted? Dealing with fantasies? Entertainment? 17.
Where are you financially right now? (things under control? under
anxiety? in great debt?) 18. Are there any unresolved conflicts in your
circle of relationships right now? 19. When was the last time you spent
time with a good friend of your own gender? 20. What kind of time
have you spent with anyone who is a non-Christian this month? 21. What
challenges do you think you're going to face in the coming week?
Month? 22. What would you say are your fears at this present time?
23. Are you sleeping well? 24. What three things are you most thankful
for? 25. Do you like yourself at this point in your pilgrimage? 26. What
are your greatest confusions about your relationship with God?
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And we know that in all things God works for
the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28
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Forgive Me When I Whine
Today upon a bus, I saw a lovely maid with golden hair; I envied her -- she
seemed so gay, and how, I wished I were so fair; When suddenly she rose to
leave, I saw her hobble down the aisle; she had one foot and wore a crutch,
but as she passed, a smile. Oh God, forgive me when I whine, I have two feet
-- the world is mine.
And when I stopped to buy some sweets, the lad who served me had such
charm; he seemed to radiate good cheer, his manner was so kind and warm; I
said, "It's nice to deal with you, such courtesy I seldom find"; he turned and
said, "Oh, thank you sir." And then I saw that he was blind. Oh, God, forgive
me when I whine, I have two eyes, the world is mine.
Then, when walking down the street, I saw a child with eyes of blue; he
stood and watched the others play, it seemed he knew not what to do; I
stopped a moment, then I said, "Why don't you join the others, dear?" He
looked ahead without a word, and then I knew he could not hear. Oh God,
forgive me when I whine, I have two ears, the world is mine.
With feet to take me where I'd go; with eyes to see the sunsets glow, with
ears to hear what I would know. I am blessed indeed. The world is mine; oh,
God, forgive me when I whine.

