News & Views @ FSBC
LOOKING FORWARD…

Newspaper columnist and minister George Crane tells of a
wife who came into his office full of hatred toward her
husband. "I do not only want to get rid of him, I want to
get even. Before I divorce him, I want to hurt him as
much as he has me."
Dr. Crane suggested an ingenious plan "Go home and act
as if you really love your husband. Tell him how much he
means to you. Praise him for
every decent trait. Go out of
your way to be as kind, considerate, and generous as
possible. Spare no efforts to
please him, to enjoy him.
Make him believe you love
him. After you've convinced
him of your undying love and
that you cannot live without
him, then drop the bomb.
Tell him that you're getting a divorce. That will really
hurt him." With revenge in her eyes, she smiled and exclaimed, "Beautiful, beautiful. Will he ever be surprised!"
And she did it with enthusiasm. Acting "as if." For two
months she showed love, kindness, listening, giving, reinforcing, sharing. When she didn't return, Crane called.
"Are you ready now to go through with the divorce?"
"Divorce?" she exclaimed. "Never! I discovered I really
do love him." Her actions had changed her feelings. Motion resulted in emotion. The ability to love is established
not so much by fervent promise as often repeated
deeds. J. Allan Petersen.

A Stewardship Moment
Love of MONEY

One day a certain old, rich man of a miserable disposition visited a rabbi, who took
the rich man by the hand and led him to a window. "Look out there," he said. The
rich man looked into the street. "What do you see?" asked the rabbi. "I see men,
women, and children," answered the rich man. Again the rabbi took him by the
hand and this time led him to a mirror. "Now what do you see?" "Now I see
myself," the rich man replied.
Then the rabbi said, "Behold, in the window there is glass, and in the mirror there
is glass. But the glass of the mirror is covered with a little silver, and no sooner is
the silver added than you cease to see others, but you see only yourself."
Love of MONEY

Many people think money is security, but I Timothy 6:9 warns that it can be just
the opposite. A few years ago, columnist Jim Bishop reported what happened to
people who won the state lottery: Rosa Grayson of Washington won $400 a week
for life. She hides in her apartment. For the first time in her life, she has
"nerves." Everyone tries to put the touch on her. "People are so mean, " she said.
"I hope you win the lottery and see what happens to you."
Love of MONEY

When the McGugarts of New York won the Irish Sweepstakes, they were happy.
Pop was a steamfitter. Johnny, twenty-six, loaded crates on docks. Tim was going
to night school. Pop split the million with his sons. They all said the money
wouldn't change their plans. A year later, the million wasn't gone; it was bent. The
boys weren't speaking to Pop, or each other. Johnny was chasing expensive race
horses; Tim was catching up with expensive girls. Mom accused Pop of hiding his
poke from her. Within two years, all of them were in court for nonpayment of
income taxes. "It's the Devil's own money," Mom said. Both boys were studying
hard to become alcoholics. All these people hoped and prayed for sudden wealth.
All had their prayers answered. All were wrecked on a dollar sign.
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SIN'S POWER
Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman told of a distinguished minister, Dr. Howard, from
Australia who preached very strongly on the subject of sin. After the service, one of the church officers came to counsel with him in the study. "Dr.
Howard," he said, "we don't want you to talk as openly as you do about man's
guilt and corruption, because if our boys and girls hear you discussing that
subject they will more easily become sinners. Call it a mistake if you will,
but do not speak so plainly about sin. "The minister took down a small bottle
and showing it to the visitor said, "You see that label? It says strychnine -and underneath in bold, red letters the word 'Poison!' Do you know, man,
what you are asking me to do? You are suggesting that I change the label.
Suppose I do, and paste over it the words, 'Essence of Peppermint'; don't
you see what might happen? Someone would use it, not knowing the danger
involved, and would certainly die. So it is, too, with the matter of sin. The
milder you make your label, the more dangerous you make your poison!"
Unknown.
This is a history lesson. If we don’t know what to avoid we will not be able to
remove the damage sin will cause. Sin comes in all shapes and sizes. We can
be caught before we are aware of any danger. God will provide forgiveness
for our sin, but sometimes we cannot remove the results of our sin. We
must know our enemy so that we will not fall for his temptations.

